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‘things. But if'a true 
temporary ; the foulnéss) . _ 
nit and he will yet ‘shine on BE nce the ay 


“Tis » ad wut, im Somers 
tion, that 
times; and the process is cs sanyo 


as 
his faith is ioPCotrapted, the great “objecrs pe pass from 


4 ‘his view ; rather he ~ away from them ; they are lost sight of 


for a season. Then his roe slumber, the heart 
grows callous and i yhecoming corrupt and 
worldly within, he i ipieers ara ient without ; his con 


duet ts & departate from the spirit atid the precepts of the 
his life is wanting in all the clear manifestations of G Lien. 


ome facto ote nes thas sad, the effects, of, it are, far 
ristian | fein dark dnisems—to great 
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appears, if 


“1. In the. first , the. mere negative loss,. in, his ies Ue 
let dnt eo ley Bip a lumigals bedy, but. he 
has ceased to 1 need of his lig in the asks 


which he moves. ae muc nye Gest to be 


' shed for itg removal; how much good ng would do, 
by ly shining ; ; ies Stroig doyip. the days of ies sound- 
"ness and, integrity... The..world, are: reminded of truth. and duty, 
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s death for him, 

Sevior’s work eavsameart heart—a loss iy of aif 
the good impressions and ‘saving reformations, which might and 
ought to have been perry sey by Nel nepeses of his: in 

light of his example. In‘ view, then, 
the ‘mere loss experienced, we may begin to 99 bac ae 
the dorkness? en ne becomes more 


we consider, 


“OH. In the next vlscl of ead pein evils in the case. z 
isnot a simple subtraction of so much good which might have 
been done; because there is no neutrality in influence. “He that 
is not for Christ is against him. © Efwe gather not with him, we 
scatter abroad. If we shed not light, we shed darkness, and how 
great must be that darkness.) 9) 

Because it is a very conspicuous darkness—a darkness oles: 
ly visible. It is 80, on accoltit’of tle change Which has oce 
Yesterday, it is'remembered, he was a shiming body ; ceday i it is» 
seen, he is obscured, awd sheds no ray. A ae 
from light to darkness, is a very notable change. Multitu ‘= 
gave little heed to the shining of that Christian, are all eagerness 
atid ‘wonder thé moment he ceases to shine; thus it becomes a 
peculiarly visible darkness. A 

It is an incongruous, unnatural darkness, inasmuch ‘gait 
body of light, so to speak, radiating darkness. How me 
what has happenéd? Who can account for so monstrous @ 
menon ? Were it the darkness of night, it would not be 
of} it would be congenial, and a wold go to their repose. 
itis the darkness of an eclipsé; how much greater in its effects, 
than the darkness of the thi est night. To have the sun pass out 
of sight in the otder of nature, isa trifle. But to have him turned 
into blackness in his meridian position, to bave night, as it Were, 
issuing from the face of the King of day, fills all minds with a 
ment. 

heme the. Christian becomes darkness, it is the darkness ¢ 
} inary ; and we men will gaze at 
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went out, When an i 
The, tthat was in the, 
pa Eeecon srtealitigiioete tresion ate 
ess. 
“The vividness of the impression which this sort of darkness mekes, 
r consideration to be , ~capbas mre rt It so infixes 
oe ema they carry, 
inay ey the recleion o hell wih tam, ter cure 


the memory of these. ogee tog wh 

bet isa peppers or upon ;, they 
Picea, hmapng nemo ma Like the ow] at heavy mid- 
night, they strain and distend their utmost capacity of vision, that 
md may drink in the congenial gloom. Not only do they. love.an 

retation of the Bible, which blots out all the distinctive glory, 

searching meani of this book, they love much more, a com- 

ment in the li ofthe disciple, which contradicts the voice, or mi- 
tigates the light, issuing from these holy pages. 

But Lhave not vesid th the whole about this darkness :—not only i is 
it a conspicuous darkness ;. am incongruous, unnatural darkness ; 
am impressive darkness; an attractive darkness; it is injurious 

course of the | world—sfatal to the souls of men... We have 
aa Get, that i that it isia sight, which. all eyes to behold it ; thea 
“ee brings destruction upon multitudes who do behold it. 
The influence of the lapsed, obscured christian, goes to accom- 
all this mischief, because 1 tends to unsettle the minds of men 
as to the truth of religion, and of all the great doctrines of reli 
His own principles become. unsound, and this. is, the darkening af 
his own mind; then he diffuses these unsound rinciples, and so 
vee His standing, as a.disciple of C enables him 
wo do e gives currency. to error—to false doctrine, as he could 
not do. in other circumstances; for he is clothed with a species. of 
authority, for his work of corruptionand ruin. He strikes a heavy 
blow, and it falls upon the very. foundations. . The sentiment is de- 
posited in the breasts of many, to work there silent and deadly, 
that there is no reality in religion; it is an empty cheat; this great 
spiritual change so much talked about, is nought but.delusion: it 
haspo power upon the character—nothing permanent in the re- 
sults. 
But his influence goes not only to corrupt the principles of men, - 


it. corrupts also the gractice. Such an one leads the way in bad 
practice. i authenticates,agd gives currency to ‘a. 
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. Fs 1 down of God’s laws. If he is a sabbath ‘bre 
brings, so far as he can, the: a of Christ-and his 
to sanction sabbath breaking if to sanction 


impure; to sanction ‘imparity. ‘So ‘he: tes higiynnia 
Se seahe: Wp aaiddrewe shor tdaisiailio w as he dggeyrand then 
to shelter themselves from rebukes without, and goadings within, 


A ostey esa 
It is true the Bible speaks differently, yea oppositely : if these 
followers of the blind guides would go there, they would be in- 
structed and corrected. ‘But the christian’s' life—the spirit,’ the 
conduct, of the professor of godliness, is all the bible maltitudes 
ever read. Here'the page they gaze upon; here the text they 
quote ; here the authority they bow to: ar ee eS eee 
made sceptics ; the lapsed christian’s life, the argument—the dark 
demoustration, which has turned them into infidels, and profane, 
and bitter revilers. Others say, ‘if that be religion, we wish'to have 
nothing to do with it: if that be a state of grace, the Lord grant 
we may live and die in a state of nature. Others are put 
at ‘rest on the great question of salvation. They think’ they see so 
little difference between men ofthe church and men of the world, 
there is very little ground for alarm. If the former are safe, the 
latter cannot be in any great danger. God certainly will ps 
opposite destinies, upon distinctions of character, too s ‘and too 
faint to be seen. Others, who feel some solicitude about their souls, 
and try somewhat for a better state, know not whither to go, nor 
what they must become. ‘The way is all dark to them. Th 
wander wearily about, and find no savior, no hope. They fix 
eye, it may be, upon some dim, doubtful; disciple, in order 
their case may be an easy one, and then settle down ‘upon 
thing short of Christ. There can be no question, but one false 
hope ts another; a low, uncertain character for 
pagatesitskind. The consequence is, that many, whoseemi’ 
out for heaven, lose their way, and lose their souls. ‘How ‘sad, 
that the person who should have illumined his path, and‘led him 
onward, and upward, was the défk impediment, over whieh he 
stumbled and, perished. Had’ that»christian been a light in his 
sphere, that friend, that neighbor, would have gone to heaven ;‘ his 
light being darkness, that friend, that neighbor, went to hell. How 
great was that darkness. el 
Suppose, now, that all the christians in a given place were like ” 
him—the entire church in that place obscured—all her light)put ~ ~ 
’ out, all distinctive truth blotted from her creed, and'sile ia | 
pulpit, and wiped from the life of her members; and. error and 
dishonesty and all forms’ Of ungodliness put in stead, and going 
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paint the blackness of that darkness? We. call ita 


condition, or 
‘ i Bade a tl gy 


‘te heaven, no lives speaking for God the 





a that are living arguments. for his truth and 
anual itely more sad, if every thing, in the name and form 
and. profession of goes directly to discredit religion; the 


lives, which should be arguments in favor of God’s truth and cause, 
are all arguments against it; the influences which should press 
toward heaven, become not merely negative but push positively 
and mightily toward hell. Native, full grown, unregenerated sin- 
nets, are comparatively harmless, let them constitute the great mass 
of a population ; but this regeneration backward—this falsifying 
the true and the holy—this putting out light and putting on. dark- 
ness instead, making men doubt, making them disbelieve, — 
them stumble—solemuly authenticating the way to- 
eort'of anered pose te the: brosd ready end. givinig te.sniliadenmaet 
the baptism of fire, but a baptism, 2 sealing for the fireawhich shalt 
- be quenched—what mind other than the paromedeeracenione 


e in the whole extent of the. evil. ‘aaah 


L have made the supposition of a church all turned to 
and drawn the picture, and presented it to your imagination, 


you may see and feel.and) exclaim—how great the dar, 3. ; 


making some remarks upon this sentiment and discussion, it-eo! 
very obviously to speak, adie saa 
1. In the first place, ofthe responsibility of the Christi ; 
responsibility, as one always in view, belonging to a city set. on'am 
having no neutrality, always either for his Master, or against 
3 always shedding either light or darkness; if darknese—dark- . 
pet a strange and destructive sort—his responsibility as one, * 
to this necessity, and to abide under it forever. He may 
Es but he never can get back, to be a simple, original, im- 
penitent sinner as he once was. ‘That condition was comparatively 
one. Now heis chained to the oe doing, in a 
pre-eminent sense, positive good or evil. Heis professedly regene- 
rated, and it will be in its fruits, in a pre-eminent degree, a regene- 
ration for heaven or hell... Théte isa great ibility in this 
sort of necessity, abiding upon him, and holding him, as with links 
of Soree to these immense consequences. If he is right in 
heart, right in life—living devotedly to him who died to save ; every- 









> © thing—time, talents, property, consecrated to the cause of re- 
= pele there is. no telling whathis Lord may enable him to do. 


e vast tract of desert may become, through him, a well watered 


garden—some hundreds, perhaps thousands of souls, may stand up 
im heaven, and point to him, as the author under God, .of their 
mighty joys. If he pursue the other course. the consequences will 


paren inderbeedods cuit seal; who ean, ee 
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e equally vast and interininable, bit directly the opposite. 
ness will take the place of the light, death evernal the 
eternal. . Oh, the guilt of ' y ther - 
substitution. He ee coin . me one, doe 
a slight injury. He who’ puts ‘deadly’ potion fies oF 4 
sealife boldeiae does a great Wrong, und inours 4 ye a 
sibility. He who extinguishes the beaconlight, du ‘the rock : 
coast, amid oe feces nnanel ene ee ; 
fore the mariner’s eye, and despair inthe imariner’s heart,’ 
upon himself greater guilt'and a weightier doom. But ‘Hejow 
pats out the light oferath and of @ holy examplé, and puts inst | 
the darkness of gospel error, and smiing, causing m 
tudes to make shipwreck of faith ‘and‘of their souls too—that per 4 | 
son with the vows 6f God ‘upom hit, goes up higher, farhigherin f= 
the scale of guilt, and will.go, unless he repent, far lower in ‘the 
gulph of fire beneath. How solemn, awful almost, the ehristian’s 
responsibility. Let me die and‘go alone to my place, rather theh 
administer “@uch results‘as'these? ©) © 8 Ol Ce Te . a 
- But-theresis n0 reason to’shrink’ ot ‘be afraid!) There isgraee  * 
ugh in Christ; strength enough there j you shall not ask for it 
ain. ‘There is light enouzh in that great Luminary of the world 
> Universe: Go live right’ under’ those beams, and°yon 
ave light. We are only to goto the fountain shere and take 
dare of the fountain here, and we shall be ‘full of light, and’ spread #: 
it, and do better for our Master than we’ sometimes have done. 
» 2. T remark, secondly, ‘we see how it comes to pass, ‘that the 
faults, the sins, the derelictions of christians and the! church, "are‘sb 
- commonly exaggerated by men of the world: ‘It seems, from what 
‘is said often in this quarter, that‘there is very little bepress 
lovely, or of good report in the ehutch; and every thing ‘in it! 
~ is dishonest, contentious and hatefal. There is hypocrisy there, 
_ and every form and style of villainy—a very corrupt concert. 
Now this is gross and injurious falsehood—to be attributed in 
to the world’s hatred of godliness: They first wish to’ have it sé, 
then they make itso. And they are helped’ to make it'so, by'the 
operation of the principle in our text: noon DSTSH 
The sinning of Christ’s subjegts is very conspicuous sinning. 
The sinning of the devil’s subjects, very much more out ‘of sigh 
In this latter case, it is a kingdom of darkness; they are deeds of 
darkness, done in an atmosphere of darkness. Who'sees, of cares, 
or says anything about it. But in'the latter case, it beingdarkness 
in a lumiaons body, as we have shown, it is clearly visible; and the ol 
st ness and incongruity of the thing, bring all mento’ star 
it. We know that little spotin ‘the sun, gets more notice ' 
all the sun’s brightness; one single hour of eclipse, induces more 
attention, more talk, than ten years of his glorious shining.’ “Here 
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: the. princi hy are 
_ limited offences: hence if one mem- 
suffer with it: if one is charged with ‘sin, all, ina 
ep ar ced ih he we.” Te oe si ecaner ma 
into a sins... im | 8 and 
stretched, till it seems to cover the whole body beset: sia 
Isis ahudeed tayen.J0:ooreadste. the, okerehy. VET one 
to know that the wrong, im most instances, is as nothing, compared 
swith what many in the world would make it. I:ia aduioed ther 
as not all the truth and righteousness in the church that there should 
be, and will be. But I rejoice in the fact, that there is more there 









her, still “nie all the light is there, And yet it is true, that vast 
maultitudes go down to destruction, because Christians and the 
church are not what the yshould be. 
3. I wish to make a third remark on this tenga te 
‘ reason of it, and then show that there is no 
season of this fact—that so. many perish on account of the incon- 
_ wistencies eNom is wep in se principle of our text, how 
eat the darkness. It may be in itself a little spot; yet it 

* es of that perverse eye,.so that it can see nought oy darko, 
* ‘The consequence is, religion is not recommended, but’ stands 
dishonored before him ; he rejects it; perhaps he scorns it; he 
keeps his sin, be comforts himself in his rebellion ;_and in the end 
he is a ruined being. This is the reason of his course. ButasI 

said, there is no reason in it, because the church is not the pe 
mate standard. Christians are\not the bible after all, a 
be the only bible multitudes read.. God has another 
of them, and that is the bible God will support—that the. stam 

he. will bring and hold. men to, and judge them by. His 
fessed disciples may falsify every page, every doctrine, every 
cept; but that does not make it false. It abides notwithstanding, 
and will abide, as eternal truth—its promises—its threatenings—its 
uttered doom will be ach oniphabed Now, cannot rational mea 
see, have they not sense enough to see, that this is the standard 
they. ought to come to? Thotigh all the church were unmitigated 
blackness, there is light here. Does not the caviller see, it is not 
enough that he has reasoned down the Christian’s life?, There is 
no safety for him till he has gone beyond and reasoned down. the 
. Bible—not only blotted out the arguments arising from the Chris- 
’s practice, but blotted out the arguments also, embodied in 
od’s great and authoritive sayings. Even then in this extreme 
“dauppalsonues Web tuaeeetee bin pai where is the reason 
of the caviller’s course? There is none—it is madness. 
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Take now the case as it is. Christians, as.a 
falsify the Bible. Certainly there are these who 
spirit and teaching ; there are many who do this; they ¢ 
in the world; they perfect, and point, \and’ clinch the Bible 
ment. They speak in their life, as God sin his word. ? 
there any reason, I ask, in making all this ing ?—all this light 
nothing ?—all the sun’s shining nothing; his spots everything? 
God calls attention to this light. Men choose the darkness ; they 
might walk to heaven in this light ; there is enough of it, and mere 
than enough. They prefer to wrap themselves up in the dark- 
ness they find, and in that go down to death. They allow one 4 
professor's life, that is wrong, to sway them more than ten or apn 
twenty Christian lives; that. are right. ~Is\ there any reason-in 
this? Ye men of reason and understanding, is there any ? 

How this’ course must a has cng ‘T have thought, some- 
times, how the lost must f rh look back and consider on 
what foolish grounds they wee! rt hell ; with what contemptible 

sophistry they were led on; with what meagre, miserable bait, 
they allowed ts devil to take them. 

, my friends, this is far reaching business. You are fast mov- 
ing to the eternal scene; there you will encounter a conse & 
ing light ; there you will have to do, not with fables, but with 
verities of God’s unchanging word; there you will meet, not 
shadows, but solid and overw Iming realities. Look now to the 
psa. things. | Yield to the dictates of reason, and to Ls, neers 

the gospel, and seek the things which are above, and 
from that hi h position you oommpy 
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BY BENJAMIN TAPPAN, D. D. 


PASTOR OF THE SOUTH CHURCH IN AUGUSTA, ME. 


‘THE WAGES OF SIN. 


“The wages of sin is death.”-——Rom. vi. 23. 


THAT there are good and sufficient reasons, why the. tran: 
sor of God's law od receive a recompense of A nate hat 2 
gro will come upon the workers of iniquity, are truths which need, 
. Ro labored proof. With the consciousness of doing wrong are 
: associated in every human mind a sense of il] desert, and_a fearful, 
™ Yooking for of judgment. In these respects they who have not the 
n law, are a law to themselves. Pee * the fool,” who should 
in his heart, “ there is no God,” would be. very likely to ex- 
vect, both in relation to himself and others, that the perpetrator of 
ligh-handed wickedness ‘will receive by some fatality reward 
his d . ‘And yet it would not be safe to rely upon human 
éstimates of the carping of sin, and of the evils which it merits. 
In deciding upon these subjects, wegecide in our own case; we 
judge and condemn ourselves. ver punishment we admit — 
to be the wages of sin, we acknowledge that we ourselves deserve. ~~. 
The slightest knowledge of human nature is sufficient to show, — 
that the criminal at the bar is not the person correctly to estimate 
his own guilt, and to determine the degree of punishment, which may 
justly be inflicted. Not only are we liable to an erroneous judg- 
by reason of the blinding influence ofan inordinate self-love, 
ur views of the evil nature and tendencies of sin are of ne- 
pep Ceasity very limited. Some sins are manifestly injurious to him 
' WH commits them, to the individual against whom they are com- 
tted, or to society in general. But the injury resulting in many 
instances, especially from sins of the heart, is not so conspicuous. 
Much of the evil, which sin tends to produce, is prevented by an 
over-ruling Providence. We often see conduct in itself sinful 
madean occasion of good. Even when the injurious effects of 


: tone ns are the most obvious, we do not always consider, we 
~ “gre unable fully to comprehend its malignity, in its relations to God 





and his kingdom. Very'plainly,'therefore, we are not’ com 

to determine the degree and theduratién of that vesidindall WW 

the sinner deserves, but shall be almost sure ¢ o 
derrate his sinfulness and ill desert. On these points we feed 
velation from God; and since a revelation has’ 

municating the needed instruction, i beet 

ing confidence'to receive it. What diiris; ; 

its tendencies, aad what amount of evil & is due for po 

of transgression, is perfectly clear to the mind of God ; and in: 
volume of inspiration we have His testimony. One very important 
declaration, relative to the demerit of siny is that of the inspired 
apostle in my text. ‘The wages of sin is death. | Sin is the master 
whom the sinner serves; and’ death is the compensation due 
for his services. The wages" of ‘sin is’ death;'**bat the gift 
of God,” to them who serve him," is' everlasting life 

Jesus Christ; our Lord.” The wages of sin ; the gift of God. 

the servant of sin death is the deserved recompense ; to the 

eous eternal life is the gift, through'a Mediator, of infinite 

The assertion of the text is, that the deserved Meghna <p 
is death. In this assertion what are'we to understand by the 
death? Let this point be settled; we shall'then have the Divihd 
testimony respecting the ill desert of sin, ‘most eer XB Sally 

en. 

If the text is viewed in its connexion, it will be:plainly osha, shia 
the death iitended is an ‘evil, to be endured by the servants of sin 
only. Addressing himself to’ bis brethren «in Christ; the apostle — 
inquires, “What had ye then. in those things, whereof ye are 
now ashamed 7. For the cai of! those thirigs is death; but now 
being made free from sin, the servants of Gody: e have 
your fruit unto’ holiness, rend’ everlasting life.’ For the 
_ wages of sin is death ; burthe pift of God is eternal life through 
Jesus’ Christ’ our Lord.” ‘Phose: tix: hibaess in which éca 
ee Se eenearion in death: ‘the service of 

¢ life.’ For death is the sinner’s 
but Geildy be ve teous God will bestow eternal life. Weaeob 
the death here: spoken of, the righteous are: 
sete dalinde cnet re be temporal sarees A for! this is common 
men. In this respect the servants of ‘sin’and the servants’ 
a alike:' Deatlr in the text is ates whe: dissol it 

= an evil to which the volvo sin doabittetng such, i 
in distinction from the servant of God: and it excludes those; apon 
whom it is inflicted, from eternal life.’ Sin rewards those who: r 
under his dominion with death. | ButGod bestows upon his:faith 
ful servants eternal life. In ‘these statements it ‘is ‘fai 
that those who inherit everlasiing life, donot suffer 
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thiat:those, who suffer death, do\not inherit life eternal. The end 
of a sinful course is death, but the end of those, whose fruit is unto 
rege everlasting life.. If the death intended were followed 
by life, the of those things would not he death ; but the 
end of both the a ‘and. the wicked would be the same, and 
"upon. them both ‘be-conferred the same gift of God. But 
to the of the apostle, they who receive the gift 
‘@f eternal life, are frem that death, which is the wages of 
sin ;, and they, to wileatabaae wages are paid, do not receive that 
precious gift... 
“ But if death in the sense of the text will exclude from eternal 
life, it: must be either annibilation, or endless misery. Which of 
these two are intended, the text and context do not afford the 
means of deciding. Letus now inquire, whether the term death be 
used in other parts of scripture, as in this portion of it; and if so, 
whiat additional light can be obtained respecting its meaning. 
Now there are no words, more frequently used, in designating 
the rewards of the righteous. and the-wicked, than life and: death. 
‘motive to obedience the promise is given, ‘he that. doeth 
things, shall live im them.;” that is, shall prosper, shall be 
# = blessed, in way, them, |; By the death denounced upen the trans- 
, gressor in the declaration, vssthe soul that sinneth, it shall die,” 
some calamity and suffering must be intended, the opposite of the 
bidssedness, connected with obedience. When the psalmist says, 
thou wilt show me the.way of life,” when Solomon affirms, * the 
Gasiak cha: binbal's Gin Eemaenta of lic, Windom is a tree of life to 
‘them who lay hold ‘upon ‘het,,-he who keepeth sound | wiedon 
and:instruction, will find them: the, life of his soul,” all must per- 
ceiwe that by life, not mere Teettlileclares,‘"k but happiness. 
On the other band,. when our ** he that believeth 
imme shall never die,”..‘if a man-keep my sayings he sball.not 
sed death; no one. supposes that the dissolution of the body is 
meant. 4*Whose findeth mé,’’ saith Divine Wisdom, findeth tile 3" 
een e. felicity and joy, . + But all they that hateme, love death” —i. e. 


hey pursue the road to ruin with as much zeal,as if this 
fa it; and he that loseth his life for my sake, shall. find 























































































































object of their affection and choice. “ He that findethhis 

Of this Jatter declaration the meaning must be, that he. who 
Jove to the Savior sacrifices - his earthly life, as a martyr, shall 
rit life eternal; and of the former, that he who preserves}his 
existence by denying Christ, shall Jose life eternal. **T here 
is,” says the the aprstle John, “a sin unto death. 1.donotsay that 
be ahal y for it”. And why mot pray. for it?: Plainly for.this 
3 it is, unto | death... The meaning cannot-be, that it. will 


y issue in temporal death... For if this were all,,it-would 
p preclude prayer for.pardon. The sin intended must. be: that 
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“sin against thedloly Ghost, which will not be forgiven, either :in 
this world, or in the next.” —‘‘He that believeth on the Son of God, 
hath everlasting life;’ i. e. everlasting felicity ; ‘* but he that be- 
lieveth not the Son, shall not see life,” shall: not partake of ever- 
lasting felicity, “but the wrath of God abideth on jhiens! "Net to 
see life, in this passage, denoting, as we may with good reason 
suppose, the same thing with death in my text, is to be excluded 
from the blessedness of Heaven, and to experience continued mani- .. 
festations of the Divine displeasure. The wrath of God wouldnot 
be spoken of as abiding on one, who was not in existence. » The 
expression plainly signifies continued punishment, continued suffer 


en will now call your attention to a scriptural use of thie edrine dle 
and death, differing somewhat from that, which has’ been noticed. 
We read of being dead “‘ in trespasses and sins ;’’ * to-be 
minded is death ;” ‘‘ he who. liveth-in pleasure is dead, while. 
liveth.” On the other hand, we read of a ‘life’ maintai 
“faith in the Son of God ;” and.are told, that ‘t to: be 
minded is life.” In these.instances death denotes a state of gr 
moral corruption, and life.a state of holiness. The former: 
character of the human heart while unrenewed: the latter is: 
result of regenerating grace. And hence to be rénewed,in the © 
spirit of one’s mind, is ++ to,pass from death unto life.’ .As holiness 
and happiness, sin and misery, are most intimately connected, it is | 
not strange, that the same words should revenge” to — 
both. The term life, when applied to the righteous, 

haps, includes the ideas of moral purity, and the inpines 
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ing from it. The life of the soul.isa holy, happy existence, «The 
death of the soul is a. sinful,, existence. ‘He that Secale’ 
not his brother, abideth in . No-murderer hath eternal life 


abiding in him.” But-in the heartiof the true christian-eternal life. 
ao abide ; for he is the subject of those holy affections, which 
give present peace, and which brought to maturity. will essentially 
constitute the blessedness of heaven. The death, on the a 
in which the wicked abide,. consists in those evil. 

habits, which often occasion on earth great and ~or 
fully matured, will produce unutterable anguish. In the sensenow, 
explained, our first parents died on the very day of théir'transgres~ 
sion; and the death, which then. began tecome-upon them, has 
passed upon the whole race. ‘+ If.one diedifor all, then were alk 
dead.” Not annihilated, but sunk in, sin and misery.;.: as 
to. God, holiness, and heaven. , To those,’ in. whom, al life: 
pecscngr oy ry og oman ry 
operations 

they shall ne le eteroal "That renin which by 
«<enten,”shall be perfected ia that unending rest, 
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eth for them” hereafter. And the death, in whiclitthe simmer now 
abides, will be consummated in that death; whieh they will expe- 
rience, who lose’ etemal life, upon whom the wrath of God abideth, 
and who never have forgiveness. ae YAS 

The evidence already adduced from other portions of. scripture, 
goes far to show, that by death, in my text and context, is. not in- 
tended extinction of being, but a sinful wretched existence, that 
will never end. Other. proof will now be alleged, still more 
conclusive. Bix. 

Tn the Revelation mention is made of the second death. “He 
that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death.’ Here it is 
asserted, that the faithful followers of Christ will not suffer the 
second death, and implied thatothers will. By the second death 
piust be intended a calamity to be experienced after the dissolution 
<. the body; the: same, doubtless; that is signified by: the death 
mply, when used*in relation to: the future, in other parts of 
Es Now what the revelator means by the second death he 

y told us.» The fearful, and the unbeliewng, and 
e, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, 
wi or awl all liars, shall have their part in the lake, which 
with fire and» brimstone... This is the second: death.” 
Rey. xxi. ‘8. To -undergo the second death, then, is to have one's 
portion inthe burning lake.» Here we may notice, - 

‘Ist. The'time intended. ‘The inspired writer hiad soon « vision 
of the risen dead, standing before Ged, and judged according to 

works. ‘And whosoever was not found written in the book 
of life, was cast into'the lake of fire.” ‘Then he describes the bless- 
edness of those, whose names ‘are written in the ‘book of life, and 
immediately after declares, that the: unbelieving and abominable 
shall suffer the second death. The time, then, in -which the second 
death will be inflicted, sucheunnny er’ ‘general wets 


‘2. 2 ‘The second death ie sat of detimscedtiatoes, dv is re- 
et as having one’s ‘part\in a lake, burning: with fire and 
stone. . Very similar is the representation given by our Sa- 
viour, seals speaks of the wicked as being “ cast, at the end of 
aaa a gal manana: areigrete 
Ged. dna hes-eomndi dll cempilonedi, dations suffering, In Rev. 
%x. 10, we are told that the devil, which deceived the nations, 
pee eaten into the lakeof fire, where the beast and pest omer 
and tormented”’ {i.e the devil, the beast, false: pro- 
amped the verbois plural,) day and night, forever and ever.” 
the beast and false prophet are symbols of large classes of 
wicked men, and there is no'evidence that they will suffera pun- 
of longer duration, than other wicked men. But their tor- 
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neath Ate: to coiliinve, day and: night forever and evet. This 
phrase, forever and ever, is used oth element nan 
times. In ten of these it is found in ascriptions of praise—as im 
the instance following“ to whom be glory forever and ‘ever,’ In 
five instances it expresses the duration of the Divine existence, as 
when meation is made of ‘‘ Him, who liveth forever and: ever.” 
Once it is applied to the duration of God’s spiritual kingdom—: 
“And he shall reign forever and ever.” rer once it expresses: 
the perpetuity of that glory and felicity, which the  saints:will en- 
joy—‘ they shall reign forever and ever.” In all these instances 
i signs unquestionably endless duration. The same: must. be 
its meaning in the three other instances, in which it is usedin ‘ie 













tion to future punishment. One has been 
other two are as follows: ‘“‘And her smoke rose up forever 
ever.” ‘¢ And the smoke of their torment socunilti e 
and ever.” If it is possible for language, unequivocally, toys 
endless duration, it is signified in these passages. Our) 
also told his disciples, and the declaration is five times: 
six verses, Mark ix. 483—48, that the fire, into which the 
will be cast, shall never be quenched. I know it may be,said; 
if the fire is unquenchable, it does not follow that the wieked : 
always be. tormented by it. Bat if this were not thé: fact,, 
conceiveble motive could our Savior have to declare, that the 
would never be quenched? His intention was to awaken fear: 
misery resuiting from the indulgence of forbidden inclinations. 
But why should it alarm us, that the fire is unquenchable; name 
not for the apprehension thet the pains occasioned by it will 
cease? In ens it-is expressly asserted, ; that eae 
Lt err 
my to ascertain meaning, 
of the word death, when employed, as in the text dnd» context, ta: 
denote those evils, which are denounced against the wicked, inidiss: 
tinction from the righteous. —— ‘evils it is evident, cannot: 
consist in the dissolution. of the As death is: thevend:of:a: 
sinful course, snd everlasting life of a euholy one, as thé; sinxunto: 


eee eee een mentosncenken svemmannae: 
_valent'to death are, not seeing and losing life eternal,-an-evil 


must be intended, exeluding from eternal life; andthis: must-be 
either annihilation, or endless suffering. As ae 
PRP enc happiness, the fruit of 

the death, contrasted with it, we are to understand a staterof sp 
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death. This is explained by having one’s porti ‘in't 
fire. But the fire in which the wicked will suffer is un uenc 
and they who are cast into it will be tormented forever and ever. 
Death, then, in the sense of my text, is endless misery. This 
is the wages of sin. Wages are the compensation due to any one 
for his services. The of sin are the compensation due to 
the servants of sim; in r words, the just of ‘sin, 
the Sctiedens which the sioner deserves. Wages, usually, are a 
reviously agreed upon and promised} and when 
é Ln of the wages’of sin, he referred, without doubt, to 
pao arg of the Divine law. This is the 


80 to of the transgressor of the law ; and it is death 
or 
it * the law” wof God:*+is holy, just, and .”” in its’ penalty, 
as well'as im To execute a poke he ped sac: 
“would -be unjust and conis to threaten it ds the award of jus 
be-arfalsehoed. Let not such cruel injustice, or 
‘be charged upon God. Were the penalty of the law 
tinjibt: there aebuld be "a0 geaoe ‘inthe peep. erey” need 
interpose to redeem us from an unrighteous 
a Simple justice would demand it. serait a pon 
Son, that whosoever believeth on him should not bat 
life,” it-was a most solemn declaration ? Him 
Sr on eeeral 
And herein is fove, that for wale ea 
, tc Hefei : 
. i cecstenbcchanes woud dintoiedy-duiy 
4 God's law is | ee Fl woe ati 
certainly it cannot establish contrary. ‘~ 
; pence Hee asta of any law; wot bw SierumneOeSY lh 
- sbssoret che tnitoon tevthesasorttce saan 
J nitude of the interests involved. The punisiment® 
on RR. 9 A State, is more severe’ than 


a on Se mr cen ‘or’ re 
the State are more extended and’: | , “But 'the 












































Senmalgna’ the universe, is more 


of his offence ; or‘ that God could heve annexed to the 
violation of his law a jess without 


interests of his ; 
tion as hes fathfol noth I 
and wet 
















‘the fact of an “endlowa ptrivekeneel edited 
the wic i deserve to suffer, Senin *" 
ther eqatinse te sio, who pould mish confidence p 

fete ny weiner tes cng mt nob ceajat to 

ever we may 8 reason 

ated kak and ti remorse elt hn be accomplished. 
egy ape enema i ay ay LAS me pT 
ways, holy in all, his works.” In his decisions we pose tee 
repose implicit confidence. Since He. hath. 

nh the wags of iy il woul Secome ot 
offences do not merit a sentence.so-severe. ay ty 
Having established, as I conceive, the true i 
text, I would now call your attention. to some.i . 
$id.te sale 
siete ay ees The 

rip netgear an es 

me of knowledge, and by him actions are ap. un 

ing balance. But he has pronounced the. 

d th, even that death of the soul, from which there — Tec 
Ga ‘death which will. terminate, not existence, but e pymen 

of. _ How, inex C 


ng th oie ' one and-death; when. econenenest 
th fire J 3 when he co people 
rael to rpate the Paes’ vhs become a roe 
ious pea visited the Jews with desolating j ts, 
their national existence, » scattered 

ions, te be everywhere persecuted and trampled 
mie he ete witha det ee 

a falsehood.; when he denied Moses, his ser i- 


ithe workers of iniquity. Bot yy 
the soul that sinneth it shall die, the 
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coedingly sin if ois iegey with ho winked ie 
sn yend:seuide for this displeasure ; if he has threat 
“‘ punish them with everlasting Heswentiony”:1i Layee is he Pp 


ae which they jay deserve ud rer age 


a ee Hf endless misery is the waged in, dts ie iheabeily shih 
t in werfect justice: be passed and executed upon us all. 

rece pa man upon earth who doeth good and sinueth 

tot?” ‘If we say we have no:sin, we deceive ourselves, and thé 
trath is notin as.” |“ 'The whole world has become guilty before 
God." | Whatthough you have not been guilty of crimes against 

the: ‘and welfare of community? ‘The law of God doth not 
pet oa robber, the ineéndiary, the murderer; bit ‘the “soul 
that sinneth, it die” —** cursed is every one who ‘continueth 
not in all}: ich God hath commanded to do them.” 'The 
sin does not consist chiefly in. this, ‘that it fs ‘a viola- 

“tion of human laws, and injurious to human beings. It is _rebel- 
liéa against'the'most high God; it is a violation of those sacred ob- 
ligations, by which we are bound to love*and serve our Creator; it 
is a to the laws of his government $/it ‘tends to defeat his 
urposes, to obscure ‘his glory, to» diseord and / rain 


er aad In’ these: all sins agrees Some 
; are more heinous than “others; and some 
deservea punishment, peculiarly severe.’ But ‘all sin 
against God 5 and every tranisgrensor of his law de- 


“As tneatligent aceountable beings, all men Fee eacalamaat 
none can be justified by an obedience, which none have rendered. 
** By the deeds of the iaw there shall pert oo ot 9 
ht; for by thelaw is the knowledge of sin,” and ofthat death, 
is ‘of sin. But if none are justified by the law, 
all are condemned by it; and if our future condition is tobe: de- 
cided by our conformity, or want of conformity to that perfect'rale, 
there is no hope; and “ nothing remains but « fearful Jooking 
of judgment and fiery indignation.” 
~ ~~ Onnosubject are we in greater danger danger of omertaiting bux and 
_  @PFoweous opinions, than of our own sinfulness andl! deserts’ And _ 
yet on no subject is it more important, regi ae a Fo 
d ment with “ the true sayings of God.” «J come 
“~ ‘Upon all men to condemnation.” We are’i Let us under- 
and this, and be suitably affected by it. It willnot be conducive 
to 'the cure of our spiritual diseases, to deny’ their existence}; it 
will pase ® eerie anime ono it will 
not secure an interest in the ation, to believe that we do 
not need it. Let the tra to our hearts—that we have 


broken, in instances innamerable, the good law: se 
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that we are righteously condemn nedip 3s fret Wate if suvensigs 
F do not interpose for our deliverance, we are lost, irrecover- 
hae God, and holiness, and heaven. Well does it become: ue 
low. before the eternal Majesty, and with a humble,’ 
spahperchnenel esto czy, Ged beimescifal toms’ ‘sina 


47? BS 
3 If siuitdéectves:codiont mistry, how w le 
which bringeth salvation. God spared not his own 
gave him up; the Son came down from heaven, ass 
tu hocame man of sorrows and squat wi gah dre 
the contradiction of sinners, hid not his face from shame: 
ting, and went as a lamb to the slaughter; for whom 2%: on- 
victed criminals, condemned by a righteous sentence to eternal 


death. “ God hath commended his love to’us, 34 . 


were yet sinners Christ died for:us.”- Consider, too, v 

ings Christ died to procure; not: alleviation’ of: future: suffer- 
ings; not merely entire deliverance from them’; butyi 

to this, “afar’ more: i p" 

“The wages of sin is ¢ but the gift 

through Jesus Christ onilibiabe. ” Were there any ing cre 
in. our religion it would-be this—that to beings so 

atid Holy One has been so and 

will not cavil and object ; ‘we will humbly and ‘ 

wisdom, whose counsels are a great deep; **the ‘un: 


riches” of inition grace; ‘+ the love that passeth trove 4 “ a 


4. If sin densi endless punishment, all arguments" 
the infliction of it; derived from the justice and goodness of 
must be inconclusive. . That no such inference can: a 


be drawn from the justice of God, is —* 
be unjust to inflict deserved punishment. Dr. i ~ 
knowledged that, if “the next state is a state of punishment, 


intended for the cure of the patients siomecleteraaeaaly the 


justice of God, and give warning to others, it is ae 
men should finally be saved.” 


But if endless punishment is consistent with the justice of Godyie. ; 
cannot be proved irreconcilable with his goodness, ‘The greatobject 


ol divine benevolence is the good of re. universe. The bappiness 

of individuals is sought in subordination to this. Whem the: 

of an individual would be inconsistent with the general: good,’ the 
benevolence of God will induce him to sacrifice the formerto’ the 
latter. How then can we decide, what measures the goodness of 
God will lead him to adopt with respect to the guilty? That he 
will never do injustice we know ;*that he will always be gs 
benevolent, we cannotdoubt. But how far his bene 

lead. him to confer undeserved favors, we cannot dete See 
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munication of such benefits in any given ir ve » fri 
or injurious, to the interests of his kingdom. — wi FOF | 
Let it be suppesed, that under the government of some eartl 
n ly arraigned, and after a fair trial convicte 

ef deeds worthy of death ; could it with certainty be inferred, from 
the benevolence of the monarch, that the sentence of the violated 

,  @ lew would-not be executed? Should any one, unacquainted with 
3 the state of the country, and ineapable of the influence 
= ‘japon community of punishment on the one hand, and of pardon 

. on the‘other, confidently assert, that the execution of the criminal 
would be inconsistent with the monarch’s , might he not 

| be justiyye: with presumptuously intermeddling with things 
0: him ?.. How then can we venture to affirm, that the 
_ goodaess-of God will not permit the righteous penalty of his law 


| , * to be fulfilled? How do we know, that the just punishment of 
cig t advance the general ? That the happi 
7 ness: ; kingdom cannot be more effectually by 


stroying its enemies, than by sparingthem? Unless we can prove 
that this is i no arguments in favor of universal salvation, 
derived ie Divine benevolence, will be of any avail. — 
_ Tt is not uncommon for those, who would infer the final happiness 
the goodness of God, to appeal to our feelings. ‘Have 
‘ou a desire,’ they say, ‘that all should be finally happy, and 
od less benevolent than you are? He is the Father of his 
eré@tures ; and would: a father consign his children to everlasting 
burnings?’ Of one who thus reasons, I would inquire, does it 
give you pleasure to observe the pains and pecans fellow- 
men in —— Had you the power, should you possess the 
inclination; to bring upon them those evils, by which they are now 
afflicted ?; Would you send abroad “ the pestilence that. walketh 
in darkness, and the destruction that wasteth at noon-day ?” Would 
you permit the bloed-thirsty pirate and the cruel slaveholder to 
live and prosper? Would you torture your infant child’ with ex- 
.  @ruciating pain? Would you ive a beloved son of his reason, 
2 orreduce him to beggary? Yet these things do occur under the 
government of God ; and if the afflictions of this life are not incon- 
sistent with his benevolence, it is impossible to show, that those of 
a future state will be, even though they should continue through 
endless ages. 
What. will be the condition of human beings hereafter, he can 
tell us, who “brought life and immortality to light’’ It is not 
our previnee to decide, what measures the perfections of God re- 


quire to adept. His ways are above our ways, his thoughts 
are high@@thanour thoughts. Whatever he has: been to 
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cause, with ont timited views, we cannot know, whetber'the tom: 







pce PEBESEEES SSE Se. 


of: Rm = GS 







ey _~ —_ i wee oe 


1 of hi Sie dia ae gurvochieeys nstaias 1g 
i » punishment which he deserves, and whic God has, 
ieonnaden inflict. “‘ He shall. have: judgment . without: mert 
whe hath showed, no mercy, James ii. 13. ‘‘1feny, 
the beast and-his image, the same shall-drink of them 
wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture 
his indignation,” Rev. xiv. 9. 10.. ‘Tovhavegjudgm 
mercy, and to drink of the wrath of God without mixt 
signify to be to the full extent of what jus 
to suffer all one deserves. When one Baxien 
the parab 
made (Mark xviii. 35.) the following. a, ication. | 
shall my heavenly Father do tention ton ‘on 
peeping Ag remere 
treat. you, as the king. treated: his, ‘servatit. = 
that was, be had just told them...“ Dislocdinen) whet aa 
delivercd him to the cerstontanasiiaiiiiedld pay all that was due 
unto him.’ Those persons, therefore, who do not) possess: a.for- 
giving spirit, are to be punished for their sins, unti} they shall have | 
suffered all which they deserve. and the claims of justice are: fully 
satisfied. But that period will never arrive. ..When ages of 
fering shall have passed away, a debt will still. remain, whieh 
ages of suffering will net be able to discharge. r 
The argument .is this. The sinner deserves en 
ment. The seriptures plainly testify that he will suffer, 
ing impenitent until the close of life, all which he’ 


will suffer, then, endless fe aae Not only is death a. 


bs 


but death is the end of in which he is now 

“Oh, wieked man, thou shalt surely die.” . “As . 

tendeth to life, so he that pursueth evil, putsueth it'to his own 

death,” ‘* As I live,” saith the Lord, ‘I have no pleasure in the 
death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his,way and 

live.. Turn ye, turn ye, from. your evil ways; for why willye 

die?’ Why this affecting expostulation, this earnest entreaty, if 

it were not a principle, as immovably fixed, as is the throne a so 

Eternal, that if the sinner turn not, he must and will die? 

merely the death of the body—this he would not avoid me at 

—from this repeniance would not save him—-but that second 

— grave, the ever-enduring death ofthe soul. ..j)9/' — 
is true, that Jesus Christ. has.died a pro 
sins;” and the promise is suge, that the penitent 













the believer shall be 
all are most aeey parr ine and live. But who shall 











Chrisz, and secure, \proposed, 
7 liis' blood ? | What: name is given among men, 


besaved? The. of salvation are : 
indvecti oe Gabupeay vain ee te pond wa 
© imthelove:and practice of sia? "ad the uunbolieving aid @inobodi- 


ent, Christ himself is a **stone of stumbling and a rock of offence.” 
‘will come upon them for not obeying the Gospel. 
mw pre salvation” is certain ruins 
‘to lay these things to heart. © We all 


#. ‘Let 
' ess slaves of sin; and if not made “free by the 
‘= sc athaduineagetadehatibieat an Bondage ‘indeed it 
































rae is. Tlie ” and it leads on to death. 
God and prospered. Against 
we ; Se sin we have 








r with God, Faeroe this warfare, our recom- 
wilk be death ; @issolution of the body, not extinc- 
tion of beingy’but that final ‘separation from all that is holy and 
3 blessed; that hopeless abandoniment to all that is evil and torment- 
ae ing ;: that unatterable anguish of amind in perpetual conflict with 

seers oe which constitute most truly the death of the 
; w death to be endured, hot for a few years, not for a single 
se for thousands: of-ages; but for eternity.' How long 
he night appear, which is. spent in constant, excruciat- 
Minne seem hours, and hours ages. Think of the 
‘him who is languishing ‘under on incurable disease, oc- 
by his own folly, tortured with incessant agony, and hope- 
Behold him suffering, day after day, the tortures of 
an aching bodyand an upbraiding conscience. Hear him cry out 
yy, ‘in the»moraing, would God it were evening ; and in the evening, 
r would ‘God it were morning. “When | lie down I say, when shall 
I rise-and the wight be gone ; and Iam fall of tossings to and fro 
watil the-dawning of the day.’ ‘Phe arrows of the Almighty’ are 
within'me, the poison whereof drinketh up my spirit. ‘The ter- 
rors of God doset themselves in array against me.” ‘To spend 
one’s life, to linger fifty, seventy, or eighty years in such 
how insupportable the idea! What if life were 1 
age of the Antedituvians. How terrible’ to pass a ver 
in constant'suffering, like that of the living ‘body im the’ of 
burning flame!’ But what are a thousand years in’ t 
with eternity» Infinitely less than than a drop in the wry 
alarms, «auseless disquietude, I have no wish to pron 
Ido beseech you to.wonsider, what God ‘has ‘been | 

























































































** all men come to the vle of the wrath ind beanie an q 
be redeemed from thé: curgeof' the law, who does epee 2 


. ; 


Sal not ies write: rar crear nag aaa onthe venga 
perdition, warn him-of his’ danger? Sill he be. for 
preaching terror, and for attempting unduly to move the 

of his hearers, who tells them, in the language of inspiration, the 


end of these things is death, they shall be tormented day and 
night forever and ever? 


If, unpardoned sin will be protehed with eternal death, it is 
the extreme of presumptuous folly to delay repentance. The plea-  * 
sures of sin are but for a season; the pains resulting from it will , . 


nevercease. But they who believing in Christ take 
and follow him, though in this world they may 


not be left comfortless, and im 
everlasting. 4 
Ye, who love not the Lord Jesus 
obey his commands, the day is at hand, when ‘the King will come *y 
in His glory, and will reward man according to Neworker” a 
Will it then give you pleasure, that you have spelt the season of. 
your probation in minding earthly things, and slighting the he Pri 
who died to redeem you? | At present you may believe, that 
sins are few and of small magnitude; and ‘that if you maintain 
fair reputation among men, it is uot indispensable, that fit 
walk humbly with God, set your affections on rer abor 
live the life of faith ina crucified risen Redeemer. 
a liberal allowance will be made for human infirmity 3 it 
merit of your virtues will atone for your frailties and impet ’ . 
But what saith the Scripture? “Whosoever shall keep the whole a 
aw, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all.”— =" 
bring every work into judgment, with every secret thin r 
it be good, or whether it be evil.” The wages of sin, all sin, of 
every sin, is death. The soul that sinneth, it shall die. The sins 
and deficiencies of the penitent and believing will indeed be for- 
Joa for “ there is no condemnation to them who are in Christ 
But you are not Christ’s. Not being renewed and sancti- 
| by the Spirit of Christ, you are none of his. You lave not 
pot ed from death unto life, You are under the curse, as 
_. gressors of the law, as — of the Gospel ; and you are 
_ More or less guilty, 7 i others, with Whom ta ‘colmpate 
yourselves, the wrath abideth on , and for you is reserv- 
ed the blackness of 8 for ever. ey ae 


‘? Living as you now live, with 
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